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�OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL DISTRICT



MUSIC CURRICULUM  (K-12)



Overview



Rationale



Music provides a powerful form of expression for the human spirit which can bring richness to every person’s life.  The unique combination of intellect, artistry, and feelingfullness required for musical expression distinguish it from other human endeavors, and ranks music among the highest of cultural accomplishments.  Music has been an important part of education since at least the time of ancient Greece, and it continues to be a central subject in school curricula.  In communities such as those within the Oyster River Cooperative School District, the compelling need for music in schools, as in life, is widely recognized.



Music is a core subject in schools because it shares the characteristics of the other important school disciplines.  First, it has its own, unique mode of thinking; psychologist Howard Gardner calls it an independent form of intelligence.  Second, there is a widely recognized body of important musical works by Mozart, Ellington, Sondheim, and others which every citizen ought to be familiar with.  Third, people gain access to the art form by becoming literate in its notation system.  One learns to silently think, to read, and to write music.  Finally, for expression to be sophisticated, skills must be developed over time, skills that allow higher-level thinking in the discipline.



Therefore, we endorse a comprehensive program of study that is designed to provide students with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that are necessary to make musical expression a meaningful part of everyday life.  With proper support, this curriculum meets the requirements of the National Standards in Music,� part of the Core Curriculum espoused in Goals 2000: Educate America, and the Frameworks for the Arts� developed by the Board of Education of the State of New Hampshire.



This program of study begins with the aim of instilling in each student an acceptance of the value in daily life of appreciating and making music of many kinds.  It presumes that good music education leads students to become adults who sing and play instruments at home and in the community; who listen attentively to a variety of music with understanding and a critical ear; who support the efforts of others to make music; and who share their musical interests with family and friends.



�Accordingly, to achieve this aim, students will learn to:



a.	value making music as a rewarding lifelong activity

b.	value different kinds of music and the music making of others

sing different kinds of music accurately, expressively and in a healthy manner

perform different kinds of music accurately and expressively on an instrument(s)

create music and improvise music 

read and write music with accepted notation

a.	listen to, and hear with understanding, music of many kinds

b.	evaluate musical works and musical performances by employing accepted

musical standards

understand music theory

a.	apply an understanding of the history, periods, and styles of music to music heard and performed 

b.	relate music to the other arts and to other disciplines outside the arts.



This is a demanding set of standards, but an important one worthy of the effort required to help students meet it.  We advocate a two-part program of study:   First, a required curriculum for all students through grade eight aimed at providing every student with the minimum musical values, skills, and knowledge.  Second, an elective program for all grades with healthy components in vocal (choral) performance, wind, brass, percussion, and string instrument performance for the motivated and/or especially able students who choose to pursue further study.  



In most cases the curriculum calls for students to “learn by doing,” that is by making music.  Since the subject includes both concepts to be learned and skills to be developed, a meaningful program of study will include frequent instruction with class time scheduled during the school day.  Moreover, that program will be sustained throughout the school years in a way that provides for long term student involvement, learning, and accomplishment.



Where We Are  --  Where We Are Going



	The remainder of this document outlines district goals, K-12, which we have set for our students in the process of meeting the larger standards identified above.  Currently, the district is meeting many of these goals.  Others will require greater attention and resources than have been allocated in the past.  



Success requires an adequate  number of staff members with appropriate specialization to provide expert instruction in each of the areas;  professional enrichment and in-service opportunities that contribute to the abilities of those staff members; facilities, equipment, and supplies that provide the opportunities for students to learn and to perform; encouragement from administrators, counselors, and other faculty that tells students that skillful musical expression is valued; and scheduling that makes access to music viable for each student.�

Oyster River’s K-12 Music Curriculum



At the initial January 15, 1997 meeting of the K-12 Music Curriculum Committee, the district’s elementary, middle, and high school music teachers, under the leadership of  Dr. Mark DeTurk of the Department of Music at the University of New Hampshire, began its efforts to identify key strands which they, individually and collectively, most wanted to include in the Oyster River music curriculum.  



The goal of the committee was to identify and specify what students should know and be able to do at the end of selected grade levels.   Focusing initially on a description of what the typical student ought to know, the resulting curriculum articulation should also describe a range of acceptable student accomplishments in Grades K-8 (where music is a prescribed component of the school curriculum at those grades), and specific student achievements that can be expected of students in Grades 9-12 who choose to pursue further musical experiences (through elective courses offered within the high school’s Program of Studies).  Further, the committee first directed its attention to delineating a broad, general  framework for the K-12 music education  curriculum, then moved towards more specific descriptors of  grade-level standards and student expectations.





Principal Guidelines and Sources for District Curriculum Development.  The committee  identified a number of foundation sources including the National Standards for Arts Education and Performance Standards for Music created as a part of Goals 2000: Educate America, the anticipated New Hampshire K-12 Music Curriculum Frameworks, and the Minimum Standards for NH Public School Approval (ED  306).  The committee chair and members also solicited exemplary music education curriculum documents from selected school districts in New Hampshire and nationally; committee members also obtained additional resource and/or reference materials from their own professional  contacts.  In general, the committee’s purpose at each meeting was to:

	

THINK ABOUT  goals and standards – What are we comfortable with?

What would we choose to add, modify, or delete from existing frameworks, 

standards, or district curriculum?  What knowledge and skills should be 

gained by the ‘typical’ student who participates in music education classroom

or performance group activities in the Oyster River district?  





By March 1997, the committee had cross-referenced the district’s structures with the emerging New Hampshire  K-12 Music Education Framework, largely to test the inclusiveness of  the statewide Framework components as compared with the district-wide strands identified by the committee.   Again, the Standards recommended by the National Standards for Arts Education served as the keystone for the committee’s design and articulation of the K-12 curriculum for the Oyster River Cooperative School District.

�

The District K-12 Music Curriculum Strands 



The eight K-12  Music strands adopted by the district committee are listed below with brief descriptive notations of each as stated in the district curriculum document:



STRAND 1:  VALUING MUSIC		



Value Making Music as a Rewarding Lifelong Activity

Value the Music Making of Others

Value Different Kinds of Music





STRAND 2:  SINGING AND CHORAL PERFORMANCE	



Sing Different Kinds of Music Accurately, Expressively 

and In a Healthy Manner





STRAND 3:  PLAYING INSTRUMENTS AND INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE

	

Perform Different Kinds of Music Accurately and Expressively

On An Instrument(s)





STRAND 4:  CREATING AND IMPROVISING	



Compose Music

Improvise Music





STRAND 5:  READING AND WRITING



Read and Write Music with Accepted Notation





STRAND 6:  LISTENING, HEARING, AND EVALUATING



		Listen To, and Hear with Understanding, Music of Many Kinds

Evaluate Musical Works and Musical Performances 

by Employing Accepted Musical Standards





STRAND 7:  UNDERSTANDING AND APPLYING MUSIC THEORY



Understand and Apply Principles of Music Theory





STRAND 8:  UNDERSTANDING, APPLYING, AND RELATING MUSIC 

TO THE OTHER ARTS AND DISCIPLINES



Apply an Understanding of the History, Periods, and Styles 

of Music to Music Heard and Performed

Relate Music to the Other Arts and to Other Disciplines 

Outside the Arts 

� National Standards for Music





	As part of the Goals 2000: Educate America legislation, National Standards for the Arts have been published for the four fine arts - dance, music, theater, and visual arts. These standards specify what students should know and be able to do by graduation from high school in each of the four arts with a specialization in one of them. The New Hampshire Framework for the Arts is still being written, but is likely to be very similar to the National Standards. The Music Curriculum for the Oyster River Schools has been developed with the Standards and the Framework in mind. For Purposes of comparison, the content and achievement standards of the Music section of the National Standards are provided here.



Content Standard 1:  Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music



	Grades K-4

sing independently, on pitch and in rhythm, with appropriate timbre, diction, and posture, and maintain a steady tempo

sing expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation

sing from memory a varied repertoire of songs representing genres and styles from diverse cultures

sing ostinatos, partner songs, and rounds

sing in groups, blending vocal timbres, matching dynamic levels, and responding to the cues of a conductor



Grades 5-8

sing accurately and with good breath control throughout their singing ranges, alone and in small and large ensembles

sing with expression and technical accuracy a repertoire of vocal literature with a level of difficulty of 2, on a scale of 1 to 6, including some songs performed from memory

sing music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being performed

sing music written in two and three parts



Choral Performance - 5-8

sing with expression and technical accuracy a varied repertoire of vocal literature with a level of difficulty of 3, on a scale of 1 to 6, including some songs from memory



	Grades 9-12

	Proficient

sing with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of vocal literature with a level of difficulty of 4, on a scale of 1 to 6, including some songs performed from memory

sing music written in four parts, with and without accompaniment

demonstrate well-developed ensemble skills

Advanced

sing with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of vocal literature with a level of difficulty of 5, on a scale of 1 to 6

sing music written in more than four parts

sing in small ensembles with one student on a part

�National Standards for Music  (Continued)





Content Standard 2:  Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music



	Grades K-4

perform on pitch, in rhythm, with appropriate dynamics and timbre, and maintain a steady tempo

perform easy rhythmic, melodic, and chordal patterns accurately and independently on rhythmic, melodic and harmonic classroom instruments

perform expressively a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres and styles

echo short rhythms and melodic patterns

perform in groups, blending instrumental timbres, matching dynamic levels, and responding to the cues of a conductor

perform independent instrumental parts while other students sing or play contrasting parts



	Grades 5-8

perform on at least one instrument accurately and independently, alone and in small and large ensembles, with good posture, playing position, and good breath, bow or stick control

perform with expression and technical accuracy on at least one string, wind, percussion, or classroom instrument a repertoire of instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of 2, on a scale of 1 to 6

perform music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being performed

play by ear simple melodies on a melodic instrument and simple accompaniments on a harmonic instrument

perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied repertoire of instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of 3, on a scale of 1 to 6, including some solos performed from memory



	Grades 9-12

	Proficient

perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of 4, on a scale of 1 to 6

perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble skills

perform in small ensembles with one student on a part

	Advanced

perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of 5, on a scale of 1 to 6

�National Standards for Music   (Continued)





Content Standard 3:  Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments



	Grades K-4

improvise “answers” in the same style to given rhythmic and melodic phrases

improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments

improvise simple rhythmic variations and simple melodic embellishments on familiar melodies

improvise short songs and instrumental pieces, using a variety of sound sources, including traditional sounds, nontraditional sounds available in the classroom, body sounds, and sounds produced by electronic means



Grades 5-8

improvise simple harmonic accompaniments

improvise melodic embellishments and simple rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in major keys

improvise short melodies, unaccompanied and over given rhythmic accompaniments, each in a consistent style, meter and tonality



Grades 9-12

Proficient

improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing parts

improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in major and minor keys

improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, meter, and tonality

Advanced

improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing parts in a variety of styles

improvise original melodies in a variety of styles, over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, meter, and tonality





Content Standard 4:  Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines



	Grades K-4

create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations

create and arrange short songs and instrumental pieces within specified guidelines

use a variety of sound sources when composing



Grades 5-8

compose short pieces within specified guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance

arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were written

use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources and electronic media when composing and arranging



								[Continued Next Page]

�National Standards for Music   (Continued)





Content Standard 4: Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines 



Grades 9-12

Proficient

compose music in several distinct styles, demonstrating creativity in using the elements of music for expressive effect

arrange pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were written in ways that preserve or enhance the expressive effect of the music

compose and arrange music for voices and various acoustic and electronic instruments, demonstrating knowledge of the ranges and traditional usages of the sound sources

Advanced

compose music, demonstrating imagination and technical skill in applying the principals of composition





Content Standard 5:  Reading and notating music

	

Grades K-4

read whole, half, dotted half, quarter, and eighth notes and rests in 2/4, _ and 4/4 meter signatures

use a system (that is, syllables, numbers or letters) to read simple pitch notation in the treble clef in major keys

identify symbols and traditional terms referring to dynamics, tempo, and articulation and interpret them correctly when performing

use standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch and dynamics in simple patterns presented by the teacher



Grades 5-8

read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and dotted notes and rests in 2/4, _, 4/4, 6/8, 3/8 and alla breve meter signatures

read at sight simple melodies in both the treble and bass clefs

identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression

use standard notation to record their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others

(for choral/instrumental ensemble/class) sight-read accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of 2, on a scale of 1 to 6



Grades 9-12

Proficient

demonstrate the ability to read an instrumental or vocal score of up to four staves by describing how the elements of music are used

(for choral/instrumental ensemble/class) sight-read accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of 3, on a scale of 1 to 6

Advanced

demonstrate the ability to read a full instrumental or vocal score by describing how the elements of music are used and explaining all transpositions and clefs

interpret nonstandard notation symbols used by twentieth-century composers

(for choral/instrumental ensemble/class) sight-read accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of 4, on a scale of 1 to 6





�National Standards for Music   (Continued)





Content Standard 6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

	

Grades K-4

identify simple music forms when presented aurally

demonstrate perceptual skills by moving, by answering questions about, and by describing aural examples of music of various styles representing diverse cultures

use appropriate terminology in explaining music, music notation, music instruments and voices, and music performances

identify the sounds of a variety of instruments, including many orchestra and band instruments, and instruments from various cultures, as well as children’s voices and male and female adult voices

respond through purposeful movement to selected prominent music characteristics or to specific music events while listening to music



Grades 5-8

describe specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology

analyze the uses of elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures

demonstrate knowledge of the basic principals of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions in their analyses of music



Grades 9-12

Proficient

analyze aural examples of a varied repertoire of music, representing diverse genres and cultures, by describing the uses of elements of music and expressive devices

demonstrate extensive knowledge of the technical vocabulary of music

identify and explain compositional devices and techniques used to provide unity and variety and tension and release in a musical work and give examples of other works that make similar uses of these devices and techniques

Advanced

demonstrate the ability to perceive and remember music events by describing in detail significant events occurring in a given aural example

compare ways in which musical materials are used in a given example relative to ways in which they are used in other works of the same genre or style

analyze and describe uses of the elements of music in a given work that make it unique, interesting, and expressive





Content Standard 7: Evaluating music and music performances

	

Grades K-4

devise criteria for evaluating performances and compositions

explain, using appropriate music terminology, their personal preferences for specific musical works and styles



Grades 5-8

develop criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances and compositions and apply the criteria in their own personal listening and performing

evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their own and others’ performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations by applying specific criteria appropriate for the style of the music and offer constructive suggestions for improvement



								[Continued Next Page]

�National Standards for Music   (Continued)





Content Standard 7: Evaluating music and music performances 



Grades 9-12

Proficient

evolve specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations and apply the criteria in their personal participation in music

evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to similar or exemplary models

Advanced

evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical means it uses to evoke feelings and emotions





Content Standard 8: Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines

        outside the arts

	Grades K-4

identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms used in the various arts

identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with those of music



Grades 5-8

compare in two or more arts how the characteristic materials of each art (that is, sound in music, visual stimuli in visual arts, movement in dance, human interrelationships in theater) can be used to transform similar events, scenes, emotions or ideas into works of art

describe ways in which the principles and subject matter of other disciplines taught in school are interrelated with those of music



Grades 9-12

Proficient

explain how elements, artistic processes (such as imagination or craftsmanship) and organizational principals (such as unity and variety or repetition and contrast) are used in similar and distinctive ways in the various arts and cite examples

compare characteristics of two or more arts within a particular historical period or style and cite examples from various cultures

explain ways in which the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts are interrelated with those of music

Advanced

compare the uses of characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles among the arts in different historical periods and different cultures

explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others involved in the production and presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another in the various arts



�National Standards for Music   (Continued)





Content Standard 9: Understanding music in relation to history and culture

	

Grades K-4

identify by genre or style aural examples of music from various historical periods and cultures

describe in simple terms how elements of music are used in music examples from various cultures of the world

identify various uses of music in their daily experiences and describe characteristics that make certain music suitable for each use

identify and describe roles of musicians in various music settings and cultures

demonstrate audience behavior appropriate for the context and style of music performed

	

Grades 5-8

describe distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles from a variety of cultures

classify by genre and style (and, if applicable, by historical period, composer, and title) a varied body of exemplary (that is, high-quality and characteristic) musical works and explain the characteristics that cause each work to be considered exemplary

compare, in several cultures of the world, functions music serves, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically performed



Grades 9-12

Proficient

classify by genre or style and by historical period or culture unfamiliar but representative aural examples of music and explain the reasoning behind their classifications

identify sources of American music genres, trace the evolution of those genres, and cite well-known musicians associated with them

identify various roles that musicians perform, cite representative individuals who have functioned in each role, and describe their activities and achievements

Advanced

identify and explain the stylistic features of a given musical work that serve to define its aesthetic tradition and its historical or cultural context

identify and describe music genres or styles that show the influence of two or more cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical conditions that produced the synthesis of influences









�Comparison of  the District K-12 Curriculum and the National Standards in Music



A visual comparison of  the resulting inclusive K-12 Music Curriculum Strands is captured in the following presentation:



Oyster River’s Music Strands			National Standards





Valuing Music				((	None



Singing and Choral Performance		((	Content Standard 1: Singing, alone                 

and with others, a varied repertoire 

of music



Playing Instruments/Instrumental 		((	Content Standard 2: Performing on 

Performance						instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music



Creating and Improvising			((	Content Standard 3: Improvising 

melodies, variations and accompaniments



 Content Standard 4: Composing and 

arranging music within specified guidelines



Reading and Writing			((	Content Standard 5: Reading and 

notating music



Listening, Hearing, and Evaluating	((	Content Standard 6: Listening to, 

analyzing, and describing music	



 Content Standard 7: Evaluating  

       music and music performances



Understanding and Applying Music	((	none

Theory



Understanding, Applying, and Relating	((	Content Standard 8: Understanding 

Music to the Other Arts and Disciplines		relationships between music, the 

other arts, and disciplines outside the 

arts



 Content Sandard 9: Understanding 

music in relation to history and 

culture

�Status of the New Hampshire Curriculum Framework in the Arts



	A task force empowered by the New Hampshire Board of Education is in the process of drafting the New Hampshire Curriculum Framework for the Arts.  Dr, DeTurk is a member of that task force.  Like the National Standards for the Arts, the New Hampshire Framework includes Dance, Music, Theater and the Visual Arts as the component disciplines of the arts in the schools.  Further, the Music section of the state Framework currently resembles the National Standards in  Music in almost every detail. The Framework is now being circulated around the state for review, and is scheduled for submission to the state legislature next year.





New Hampshire Educational Improvement and Assessment Program (NHEIAP)



Authorization and Purpose.�   “In 1989, the State Board of Education adopted the goal of developing an educational accountability system as one of its top priorities for educa-tional reform in New Hampshire.  In 1991, a 27-member assessment steering committee submitted a detailed plan for the implementation of the system.  The first task identified in that plan was the formation of implementation teams to develop language arts and mathematics curriculum and assessment frameworks.   The grade three frameworks were completed and published in 1993, and provided the foundation for the development of the third-grade component of the New Hampshire Educational Improvement and Assess-ment Program.”  End-of-grade-three language arts and mathematics instruments were piloted in June 1993 and administered statewide in May of 1994, 1995, and 1996. Assessment instruments for the English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies were piloted in May 1995 with samples of grade six and ten students.  These end-of-grade-six and end-of-grade-ten instruments were first administered statewide in May 1996.  Beginning in the spring 1997, all public school students in New Hampshire will be assessed annually at the end of grades three, six, and ten. � 



As stated in the enabling legislation, RSA 193-C,  the purpose of the NHEIAP is to establish what New Hampshire students should know and be able to do, and to develop and implement effective methods for assessing that learning and its application so that local decisions about curriculum development and delivery can be made.� However, as with any testing program, an understanding of results requires an appreciation of what the assessment instruments cover and how the content is related to the local district curriculum.  Since the design of the NHEIAP calls for breadth in the coverage of content areas, the instrument may include some topics that have not yet been taught in a particular district, school, or grade level.  In addition, since NHEIAP is not a minimum competency testing program, assessment items are designed to reflect the range of learning exhibited by students.  



The assessment instruments are designed to measure student understanding as well as proficiency in skills.  They include multiple-choice items and several open-ended, constructed response items that are scored holistically, using a previously developed rubric.  The open-ended items ask students to show all of their work, justify their answers, and explain the strategies they chose.  Proficiency levels� describe what students at each level know and are able to do.  The NHEIAP-designated levels are:  Advanced, Proficient, Basic, and Novice.   Performance attributes associated with each level are delineated, as are the ‘cutting-points’ between levels established by a process that included a representative group of New Hampshire citizens, both educators and non-educators, brought together for this specific purpose.





Assessment and Evaluation in K-12 Music



Assessments of the National Standards for Music have been developed and are in use by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). While NAEP has been assessing student achievement in music for more than twenty years, current assessment procedures have been developed from the National Standards as published by the Music Educators National Conference in Performance Standards for Music: Strategies and Benchmarks for Assessing Progress Toward the National Standards. (1996) “In this publication, one sample assessment strategy is provided for each achievement standard appearing under the nine voluntary national content standards for music for grades K-12…” (p. 11) While the district curriculum in music does not precisely duplicate what the national standards call for, many of the same assessment techniques, or others very similar, would be appropriate.



NAEP assessment procedures are published and in use nationally. They call for assessing student learning in three basic processes, “creating, as in a student’s generating new work; performing the existing work of others, a process which calls upon the interpretive or re-creative skills of a student; and responding which varies from the response of an audience member to the interactive response between a student and a particular expressive medium” (page 3). If, as expected, the Music section of the New Hampshire Frameworks for the Arts is very similar to the national standards, then the assessments developed by NAEP would provide a basis from which to derive district procedures.





Oyster River’s Curriculum Assessment and Student Evaluation Strategies.

 

At the district, school, and classroom level, teachers will assess student progress in music using an array of assessment strategies to ascertain what each student knows and is able to do in each of the eight strands of the district’s music curriculum. Alternative strategies include performance-based and language-based assessment of individual student and group accomplishment.



Assessment is a continuing process which informs the music teacher and guides the planning and development of curriculum. In music making situations, evaluation and assessment are integral to the teaching process; evaluation and assessment occur continuously throughout class, and teaching could not occur without them. Assessment indicates each individual’s process, product, and progress towards meeting Oyster River’s K-12 curriculum expectations in music.



Methods of assessment are selected as appropriate to the individual needs of teachers, students,  content areas, and instructional objectives.  For example:



Singing alone and in groups

Playing an instrument alone and in groups

Projects, such as compositions and arrangements

Taking musical dictation

Sight reading and sight singing music

Teacher-designed paper-and-pencil assessment tasks

Common assessments of core knowledge in certain courses

Oral presentations

Observations, interviews, conferences

Portfolios

Self-assessment

Discussions



Meaningful assessment of individual student progress is a valuable undertaking requiring time and effort. Because student/teacher contact time in music is so extremely limited, extensive testing, measurement and evaluation will have an impact on class time. On average, only one class meeting each four days is all that is required of students at each of the schools within the district. Elementary students meet once each five days with extra elective meetings available through chorus and band in grades three and four. Middle school students take music class one quarter of each year, and high school students are required to take only one-half credit of any art (some of which are not part of the national standards group of the fine arts) during their four years. Increased emphasis on formalized assessment reporting will necessitate additional resources and administrative support if program quality is to be maintained.



Finally, we perhaps need to remind ourselves that the major purpose of a state-wide or school-based assessment program is to provide teachers, administrators, and parents with information which can be used to foster continued improvement of student instruction and learning in our classrooms and communities.�
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC – GRADES K-12



STRAND 1:  VALUING MUSIC



Value Making Music as a Rewarding Lifelong Activity

Value the Music Making of Others

Value Different Kinds of Music









Kindergarten



Enjoy singing, moving to music, and playing instruments alone and with others

Begin to share positive feedback with others about making music

Enjoy singing songs and song games





Grades 1-2



Realize the importance of music in everyday life

Feel a sense of respect for music and its creation and performance

Enjoy using music as a means of personal expression





Grades 3-4



Demonstrate an increased awareness of the variety of music in everyday life

Enjoy creating, performing, and moving to music

Enjoy listening to several types of music





Choral and Instrumental Electives - Elementary



Demonstrate enjoyment and a sense of accomplishment from participating in a performing group

Recognize the value of individual practice







�STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 1:  VALUING MUSIC   (Continued)



Value Making Music as a Rewarding Lifelong Activity

Value the Music Making of Others

Value Different Kinds of Music





Grades 5-8



Develop a sensitivity to the aesthetic qualities of music performed or heard

Develop an enjoyment and satisfaction in creating original musical ideas

Develop an appreciation for larger musical forms

Develop an enjoyment of supporting musical ideas through harmonization and orchestration

Develop an appreciation for music from time periods other than one’s own

Develop an appreciation for instrumentation other than that used in contemporary popular music

Value music as a means of expressing a variety of feelings

Value music performed in a feelingful way

Demonstrate a sensitivity to the aesthetic qualities of music performed or heard



Choral and Instrumental Electives - Middle



Demonstrate continuing enjoyment and sense of accomplishment in performing music 

Value reading music

Demonstrate the development of various performance techniques





Grades 9-12



Demonstrate an enjoyment of singing, and a commitment to singing well

Demonstrate a personal aesthetic response to music

Demonstrate an interest in musical performance in the community

Demonstrate an understanding of the aesthetic nature of music and the fine arts

Demonstrate an understanding of the various roles of music in society

Demonstrate an appreciation for the development of individual musical style

Demonstrate an appreciation of different interpretations of the same musical work

Value composing, arranging and improvising as a means of personal expression

Value amateur music making

Demonstrate an enjoyment of listening to and studying music of various types

Demonstrate a knowledge of quality compositions, composers, and performers

Demonstrate a respect for music of recognized quality and its skillful performance



Choral and Instrumental Electives - High



Demonstrate an enjoyment in singing or playing one’s instrument(s)

Demonstrate a commitment to playing and/or singing well

Develop an understanding of the value of systematic practice

Demonstrate a respect for the skilled performance of music

Demonstrate a commitment to one’s ensemble(s)

Demonstrate an appreciation for developing one’s own musical style

Demonstrate proper audience and performance behavior 

Demonstrate an appreciation for the value to be gained from analysis of musical works

Value the ability to sight-read
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 2:   SINGING  AND CHORAL PERFORMANCE 



Sing Different Kinds of Music Accurately, Expressively and in a Healthy Manner







Kindergarten



Utilize the singing voice, as distinct from the speaking voice

Begin matching pitch in one’s own range

Sing with steady tempo and rhythmic accuracy

Sing with appropriate expression







Grades 1-2



Sing a tune alone or with a group using a clear, free tone

Sing from memory a varied repertoire of folk and composed songs

Sing with appropriate feeling and musical expression

Sing a part in a round with rhythm and pitch accuracy while maintaining a steady tempo

Sing a simple ostinato with a familiar song

Sing alone or in a group in a healthy manner (for example: good posture, proper breath support, appropriate range)







Grades 3-4	



Sing songs accurately and independently, reflecting an understanding of tonal and rhythmic elements

Control the voice in order to produce the desired musical quality to communicate expressive intent

Sing one part alone or in a small group while others sing contrasting parts





Choral Performance - Elementary



Produce a clear singing tone with carefully enunciated words

Perform expressively with accurate pitch, phrasing, and dynamics

Perform with correct posture and breath control

Sing appropriately with other students as part of a chorus 

Follow and correctly interpret conducting gestures
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 2:   SINGING  AND CHORAL PERFORMANCE  (Continued)



Sing Different Kinds of Music Accurately, expressively and in a Healthy Manner







Grades 5-8	



Sing within one’s singing range with acceptable tone quality and breath control

Sing in unison accurately with correct expression

Sing with understanding through the period of voice change

Sing a varied repertoire of folk, art, and contemporary songs

Sing songs with 2, 3, or 4 parts





Choral Performance - Middle



Sing with a variety of healthy, appropriate vocal tone

Sing with a tone quality appropriate to one’s voice part

Sing sensitively from memory a part in a conducted piece







Grades 9-12



Choral Performance - High



Sing using good posture and breath control at all dynamic levels

Sing with a free tone and accurate pitch and rhythm throughout one’s range

Sing with correct phrasing and appropriate expression

Sing with pure, undistorted vowels

Sing with good diction a varied repertoire of solo vocal literature and choral literature

Sing music written in four parts with or without accompaniment

Sing pieces with non-English text with proper pronunciation and diction

Sing music from other time periods and cultures (for example: chant, sprechstimme, recitative)

Sing from memory some of the music performed publicly by the ensemble

Respond sensitively to the gestures of a conductor
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 3:   PLAYING  INSTRUMENTS AND INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE GROUPS



Perform Different Kinds of Music Accurately and Expressively on an Instrument(s)







Kindergarten



Play instruments with an awareness of beat, tempo (fast-slow), dynamics (loud-soft), and pitch (high-low) 

Play unpitched rhythm instruments and body percussion sounds (e.g.: clap hands, snap fingers, stomp feet)

Echo short rhythms







Grades 1-2



Play short pieces consisting of traditional and nontraditional sounds 

Play on a melodic instrument an accompaniment to a song

Play one’s own created piece on a classroom instrument







Grades 3-4



Use classroom instruments to demonstrate the use of variety in tempo, timbre, dynamics, and phrasing for expressive purposes

Play as a member of an instrumental ensemble with independent parts

Indicate brass, percussion, string or woodwind instrument(s) of personal interest for study 



	

Instrumental Performance - Elementary

		

Begin like-instrument lessons on a brass, percussion, string, or woodwind instrument of choice 

Perform with a focused tone characteristic of the instrument played 

Perform with correct posture, breath control and hand position

Perform musically with acceptable pitch, rhythm, articulation, phrasing and dynamics

Perform appropriately with other students as part of an instrumental ensemble

Follow and correctly interpret conducting gestures
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 3:   PLAYING  INSTRUMENTS AND INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE   (Continued)



Perform Different Kinds of Music Accurately and Expressively on an Instrument(s)







Grades 5-8



Instrumental Performance - Middle



Continue like-instrument lessons on the brass, percussion, string or woodwind  instrument of choice 

Perform throughout a growing range with a focused tone characteristic of the instrument played 

Perform with correct posture, breath control and hand position

Perform with increasing technique including chromatics and accidentals

Perform musically with accurate pitch, rhythm, articulation, phrasing and dynamics

Perform appropriately with other students as part of large and small instrumental ensembles

Follow and correctly interpret conducting gestures

Perform as a soloist or member of a small ensemble for others in classroom or performance settings

Perform music of a higher level of sophistication







Grades 9-12



	Instrumental Performance - High



Perform throughout a growing range with a focused tone characteristic of the instrument played 

Perform with correct posture, breath control and hand position

Perform with increasing technique music of a higher level of sophistication 

Perform musically with accurate pitch, rhythm, articulation, phrasing and dynamics

Perform appropriately with other students as part of large and small instrumental ensembles

Follow and correctly interpret conducting gestures

Perform as a soloist or member of a small ensemble for others in classroom or performance settings

Play a varied repertoire of solo and ensemble instrumental literature

Perform arrangements and compositions written by members of the class











�

STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 4:   CREATING AND IMPROVISING



Create Music

Improvise Music







Kindergarten



Improvise sound patterns and songs with classroom instruments





Grades 1-2

Create short melodies

Create by singing, clapping or with unpitched percussion instruments simple rhythm patterns

Improvise rhythmic movement to various styles of music





Grades 3-4



Create a contrasting section to a song

Create variations to a song through alteration of pitch, tempo, dynamics, phrasing and/or timbre

Create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations





Grades 5-8



Develop an enjoyment and satisfaction in creating original musical ideas

Create simple music in at least one performance medium

Create vocal melodies to pre-existing texts as well as to student-written texts

Create songs in a suggested form, key and/or scale

Create songs with a variety of feelings and tempos

Suggest an orchestration for songs

Arrange songs for combinations of instruments or voices different than those in which they were first performed

Improvise within pieces by varying melody and rhythm

Improvise within simple harmonic patterns





Grades 9-12



Create short musical compositions using instrumental, choral, and electronic media

Create pieces in a range of styles  for voices and acoustic or electronic instruments

Improvise within pieces by varying melody, rhythm, timbre, phrasing, dynamics, articulation or text (voice)

Improvise within a piece using more sophisticated harmonic patterns

Improvise in a variety of styles
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 5:   READING AND WRITING



Read and Write Music with Accepted Notation







Kindergarten



Use a simple vocabulary of music terms to describe sounds

Know that music can be written and read

Read and write basic rhythms in notation





Grades 1-2

	

Understand that notation can represent melodic direction and duration

Read and write more complex rhythms





Grades 3-4



Read and notate “the beat”, its subdivisions and longer note values of rhythm

Read and notate the pitches from “a” below “middle c” to “a” above the G-clef

Read and write still more complex rhythms

Read and write simple melodies



Instrumental Performance - Elementary



Read notation appropriate to the range and technical requirements of an instrument studied





Grades 5-8



Use standard notation as a guide to singing or playing classroom instruments

Sing or play simple melodies in treble or bass clef on sight

Employ traditional notation as a means of retaining musical ideas

Identify  by name and function standard notational symbols for pitch, rhythm, articulation, and dynamics

Recognize similar and contrasting ideas when presented in musical notation

Read one’s own part in 2-, 3- and 4-part music

Employ an appropriate system to learn on one’s own new rhythms containing eighth notes or longer values

Employ an appropriate system to learn on one’s own usual sixteenth note patterns

Notate “by ear” (after hearing) simple rhythms and diatonic melodies

Follow one line of music which is part of a choral “system” or part of a full score that is written on a single staff



	Instrumental Performance - Middle

	

Read more complex notation appropriate to the range and technical requirements of an instrument studied



�Grades 9-12



Demonstrate through playing, singing or writing a knowledge of pitch and rhythm symbols and musical terminology

Sight-read or sight-sing simple music with consistency

Identify duple, triple, compound and irregular meters and perform by subdividing

Read music written in treble-, bass-, tenor- and viola-clef

While listening to the performance of a piece, follow the music in a full score



	Instrumental Performance - High

	

Read more complex notation appropriate to the range and technical requirements of an instrument studied
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 6:   LISTENING, HEARING,  AND EVALUATING



Listen To, and Hear with Understanding, Music of Many Kinds

Evaluate Musical Works and Musical Performances by Employing Accepted Musical Standards







Kindergarten



Listen with concentrated attention to short selections of a variety of music

Recognize and describe obvious musical contrasts

Indicate an aural recognition of high and low pitches

Identify patterns of simple forms (for example:  AB)

Provide positive feedback to student performers





Grades 1-2



Listen with concentrated attention to longer selections of a variety of music

Listen to and recognize repeated and contrasting phrases, slow and fast tempos, double and triple meters, and major and minor modes

Indicate aural recognition of high and low pitches by making directional hand movements that follow the pitch of melodic lines

Recognize aurally the timbre of basic families of 

Identify the patterns of simple forms (for example: AB, ABA, Binary, Rondo)

Provide specific positive feedback to student performers using musical terms





Grades 3-4



Listen with concentrated attention to instrumental and vocal compositions

Recognize aurally the timbre of individual instruments from the families of  instruments

Identify the patterns of simple forms (for example: AB, ABA, AABA, Rondo, Theme and Variations)

Provide more specific positive feedback to student performers using musical terms









	Performance - Elementary



Develop an understanding of the structure of some of the music performed

Critique individual and group performances
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 6:   LISTENING, HEARING,  AND EVALUATING  (Continued)



Listen To, and Hear with Understanding, Music of Many Kinds

Evaluate Musical Works and Musical Performances by Employing Accepted Musical Standards







Grades 5-8



Give concentrated attention while listening to music for relatively long periods of time

Listen critically to one’s own or group performances of music

Analyze aurally performances of music with attention to form, type, performance medium, and musical features

Discuss music, heard and performed, in terms of musical elements and structure (e.g., pitch, rhythm, texture, form)

Listen with concentrated attention to longer compositions that represent a variety of musical styles

Describe criteria for evaluating musical performance

Describe criteria for evaluating musical compositions (i.e., content)







Grades 9-12



Notate from dictation diatonic and melodic phrases, harmonic progressions (including I, IV, V, VI), and rhythmic patterns up to sixteenth’s

Recognize aurally and describe musical forms such as sonata, rondo, fugue, and a 32-bar AABA pattern

Recognize aurally and describe musical genres such as chamber music, jazz, folk, symphony, opera, and musical theater

Listen with concentrated attention to large works

Compare musical performances by using established criteria





	Performance - High



Describe the forms and structures of the works being rehearsed

Recognize good and bad intonation

Recognize inappropriate phrasing and expression

Respond sensitively to the gestures of a conductor 

Evaluate the quality of performances by instrumental ensembles

Evaluate the quality of performances by choral ensembles
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 7:  UNDERSTAND AND APPLY MUSIC THEORY



Understand and Apply Principles of Music Theory





Kindergarten



Hum the “resting tone” of a piece after hearing, singing, or playing it

Move appropriately to the beat of a piece





Grades 1-2



Hum the “resting tone” at any point in a piece after hearing, singing, playing it

Demonstrate ability to keep a steady beat to a song or ostinato





Grades 3-4



Identify the modality of a song (i.e., major or minor)

Demonstrate ability to keep steady subdivisions of the beat in a song or piece





Grades 5-8



Hum the bass line of chord roots to a song or piece

Recognize a simple harmonic progression

Identify and subdivide in double or triple meter





Grades 9-12



Describe and discuss musical examples using correct terminology 

Arrange music for instruments or voices

Analyze the works performed by the ensemble in terms of the elements of music

Demonstrate a knowledge of major and minor scales, intervals, chords, and chord progressions

Analyze musical compositions and arrangements

Write a stylistically appropriate accompaniment to a song

Construct and analyze harmonic progressions to a tune

Recognize atonal music (i.e., 12-tone music)

Identify and subdivide compound and irregular meters









�STUDENT PROFICIENCIES IN MUSIC



STRAND 8:   UNDERSTAND AND APPLY MUSIC HISTORY AND 

RELATE MUSIC TO OTHER ARTS AND DISCIPLINES



Apply an Understanding of the History, Periods, and Styles of Music 

to Music Heard and Performed

Relate Music to the Other Arts and to Other Disciplines Outside the Arts 





Kindergarten



Name the fine arts (i.e., art, dance, music, theater)

Demonstrate an awareness of music as a part of everyday life

Demonstrate the knowledge that people have made music throughout history





Grades 1-2



Give examples of the fine arts (i.e., art, dance, music, theater)

Continue to demonstrate an awareness of music as a part of everyday life

Demonstrate the knowledge that music has differed at different times in history

Listen to the music of composers from different periods of time





Grades 3-4



Describe the musical phenomena on which one’s observations of musical art are based

Identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms used in the various fine arts

Describe in simple terms the similarities and differences of music from different time periods

Demonstrate an understanding that the music one listens to or performs is often a reflection of the culture in which the music was created





Grades 5-8



Identify aurally by title and composer a repertoire of compositions that represent a variety of musical styles

Develop an appreciation for music from time periods other than one’s own

Identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms used in the fine arts

Compare and contrast the music and cultures of several time periods and regions of the world





Grades 9-12



Discuss the historical and cultural background of a musical work

Recognize aurally examples from the historical styles periods of music

Name and describe style characteristics of music from different periods and styles

Demonstrate a knowledge of the historical, musical, and cultural background of a representative sample of musical works of recognized quality

Discuss the historical and cultural background of the works performed by the ensemble

Demonstrate an understanding of how western tonal system adapted itself to African music (for example:  blues and jazz)

Describe how a story can be set to music, art, dance, and theater
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